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The Fduntgomery County Council s~ded w~th  env~ronmentalists Instead of churzh leaders yesterday, votlng unanrmously to plat, 
development limlts on federally tax-exempt lnstltutrons In the county's 93,DOU-acre ;lyrlcultural reserve. 

Councrl members closed a loophole In a 25-year-old policy that had exempted lnstrtutlons incll;d~n:l churches, private schools a 
cenlers from a ban on publlc water and sewer service wlthin the nationally known reserve in nnrlhwestern Montgornev. 

The ban had forced most homes ~n the reserve to rely on  sept~t systems, effectively I~mlting the~r SIZE I t  now will he extended td 
construction by churches dnd clthsr tax-exempt institutions. 

"It's a sign~ficant restrlctlon," sard council President Tom Perez (D-Srlver Spring) "The door Isn't hermetically sealed but ~ t 's  
difficult door to open " 

Although day-care centers, private schools and other facllitles will also be affected, opposlt~on from churches became thc f o ~ a l  
debate. The cr~unu l  yesterday also denled a request fram Bethel World Outreach M ~ n ~ s i r ~ e s  lnternat~onal In Silver Sprlny to be 
exempt lnstlti~tlon to receive publ~c water and sewer in the reserve. 

" I  feel an act af [npstice has been done." sa~d  Bishop Darlingston G. Johnson, pastor of the 2,000-member church. "There's dl: 
here " 

Last year. Johnson s a ~ d ,  the church boughl 120 acres in the resewe for $3 mlllion Its leaders knew dt the tlme thdt the county': 
excluded churches from the watet and sewer ban. The church planned to heep 75 acres as farmland, he sac 

"Now, we're forced to sell l h ~ s  land !o 3 developer who w ~ l l  bu~ld four houses on that land," Johnson said yesterday. "lt's never 
put In agriculture." 

Council members said the decision was proof of thew commttmcnt to Ilrniting development In the reserve, which covers one-thlr 
county 

"1  th~nk ~ t ' s  almut tlmz." sald council member M~chael Knapp (D- Upcounty). "We had to do this We shouldn't have deferred as 
dld." 

When the county createu !he reserve 25 years ago, it limited develo~~ment to one house per 25 acres and further d~scai~raged t 
banning public water and sewer to most fa,?zilltles. It IS  particularly hard for large facrllties to operate on tradltlonal scpt~c system: 

"The best way to protect the dgrlcultur~l reserve IS  to keep sewer plpes where the): belong In areas of hlontgornery County slal 
development and out of farmland," sala Oer~ck P. Berlage, chalrman of the 1,ounty's Plann~ng Board "Thls 1s the first trrne the ca 
made an unequivocal statement that sewer service has no place tn the agricultural reserve." 

W ~ t h  land bccomlng scarct: and lncr~asingly expenswe In the southern part of the countv severdl churches had taken advanta! 
sewer loophole, buylng property with~n the reserve tu e~pand  their congreyat~ons. 

The 2,000-member Sznec,~ Creek Community Church In Gern?antown waited two years for the council to dec~de whether to clc 
loophole, eventi~ally losing 11s contract on a 105-acru properly In the reserve The council voted 6 to 2 yesterday. w~th  Perez an 



Floreen (D-At Large) in oppos~tlon. to devy Bethel World's request to essent~ally be grandfathered put o f  the new policy. 

Envirnnrnentalrsts have complained of an onslaught of development pressures n the reserve as  the county becomes more urb; 
Instance, in recent years other types of man-made sewage disposal systems have made ~t easier for developers :G bu1l.4 irn rut 

Jane Evans, pres~dent of the  Laytonsvillc-based Cltlzens to Preserve the Reservc, called the dec~s~on a good first step but s a ~ d  
has to address other threats to :he rsseme. 

"We wot~ki lhke to see the County Counz~l cuntinue in the thlnklng they used today  hen t hey  said they were draw~ng a l~ne  beh 
the development stops and the agr~~ul turd\  reserve starts." she said after the vote. 
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